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Members of the district Wainunu in Bua look at the buoy which symbolises there is a fishing ban in the area. Picture: ATU RASEA

THE 10-year taboo on fishing activities in Wainunu, Bua on Vanua Levu started yesterday with chiefs and church leaders blessing protected areas.

Villagers of Wainunu gathered at the chiefly village of Daria to witness the ceremony and celebrate the existence of their marine resources with a church service.

It also marked a two-month abstinence from kava and alcohol consumption and cigarette.

Tui Wainunu Ratu Orisi Baleitavea said the ban would be observed by everyone living in the district, including fishing licence holders of Wainunu.

He said the people of Wainunu would sacrifice kava, alcohol and cigarettes for the months of June and July.

It is the first time for the district to introduce a decade-long fishing ban in its qoliqoli (fishing ground) boundary.

Ratu Orisi said the ban would ensure their future generations continued to receive an abundant supply of seafood from their qoliqoli.

That is important and our decision for the 10-year ban was based on our agreement to make wise decisions today for tomorrows generations, he said.

It is a very special day for the people of Wainunu and we will work together to observe our taboo.

Waseroma Tobelili, the headman of the yavusa Mauru from the village of Natua in Wainunu, said the fishing and personal taboos were positive moves.

He said the district of Wainunu should expect blessings in the lives of families.

Mr Tobelili encouraged villagers at the ceremony to work in unity.

